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E.O. 1 1652: N/A 
TAGS: CG, BE, PFOR 

SUBJECT: MOBUTU INTERVIEW WITH BELGIAN PRESS 

SUMMARY: IN LONG, SOMETIMES HARD HITTING INTERVIEW WITH BELGIAN 
PRESS SEPT/ 25, MOBUTU COVERED QUESTIONS OF BELGO-ZAIRIAN CO- 
OPERATION, INDEMNIFICATION, ZAIRIAN ECONOMY, CABINDA AND ZAIRE'S 
RELATIONS WITH ISRAEL AND SOUTH AFRICA. EDITIORIAL IN SEMI7 
GOVERNMENTAL NEWSPAPER SALONG STRESSED POINT THAT "COOPERATION" 
NOT "ASSISTANCE" WAS NEEDED FOR BETTER RELATIONS BETWEEN BELGIM 
AND ZAIRE. END 

FOLLOWING ARE SALIENT POINTS OF MOBUTU INTERVIEW WITH BELGIAN PRESS 
SEPT. 25: 



A. COOPERATION: ZAIRE IS NOT A BEGGAR COUNTRY AND IS DIPSOSED TO 
"COOPERATE WITH ALL MEN OF GOOD WILL." AGRICULTURE WAS AREA IN 
WHICH THERE COULD BE BELGIAN COOPERATION. MOBUTU NOTED THAT 
CHINESE HAD BEEN HELPFUL PARTICULARLY IN FIELD OF RICE PRODUCTION. 
ZAIRE, HE SAID, NEEDED TO DEVELOP ITS PRODUCTION OF MEAT, 

MAIZE AND RICE. HE COMMENTED THAT AT TIME OF INDEPENDENCE, 

ZAIRE HAD NO DOCTORS OR ENGINEERS ETC.. WHEN HE ASKS FOR SUCH 
SKILLED PEOPLE NOW, IT IS NOT "AIDE”. HIS CONCERN WITH RESTORING 
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GOOD RELATIONS BETWEEN TWO COUNTRIES IS NOT BASED ON MONEY. 
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B. INDEMNIFU CTATION : BOMBUTU SAID HE WAS IN FAVOR OF UNDEMNIFI- 
CATION OF BELGIANS WHO LOST THEIR BUSINESSES UNDER ZAIRIAN- 
IZATION. 

PROBLEM WAS WHO SHOULD BE INDEMNIFIED AND WHY. THERE WERE CASES 
WHERE CLAIM WAS OUT OF PROPORTION WITH ACTUAL VALUE OF BUSINESS 
TAKEN OVER. TENSION IN BELGO-ZAIRIAN RELATIONS HEIGHTENED AT 
TIME OF Z AIRIANIZ ATION ; BUT. HE SAID, IN NO INSTANCE DID ZX- 
COLONY PAY FORMER COLONIAL MASTER FOR BUSINESSES NATIONALIZED 
AT TIME OF INDEPENDENCE. UNLIKE FRANCE, BELGIUM HAS ALREADY GOTTEN 
SEVERAL MILLIONS FROM ZAIRE PARTICULARLY AS RESULT OF AMORTIZATIONS 
OF BELGO-ZAIRIAN FUNDS AND OF UNION MINIERE. AS UNDERDEVELOPED 
COUNTRY.ZAPRE NEEDS MONEY FORHITU DEVELOPMENT. 

C. ECONOMY: MOBUTU DENIED THAT ECONOMY OF COUNTRY IS GOING BAD 
BECAUSE OF ZAIRIANIZATION. BUSINESSED TAKEN WERE IN FACT FLOOURISH- 
ING. ON ONE CASE, BUSINESS HAVING TURNOVER OF 300; ZAIRES, NO HAD 
TURNOVER 26,000 ZAIRESNUNDER ZAIRIAN MANAGEMENT. ZAIRE ALSO NOW HAS 
ITS OWN ARITIME COMPANY AND FLEET AS WELL AS ITS OWN AIRLINE. 

NOTING THAT ALL COUNTRIES ARE SUFFERING FINANCIL DIFFICULTIES, 

MOBUTU REJECTED IDEA THAT ZAIRE'S PORBLEMS SHOULD BE TIED TO 

PRICE OF COPPER. THERE IS NOT ONLY COPPER BUT DIAMONDS ALSO. COPPER 
WAS NOT BEING BADLY PRODUCED, BUT WAS HAVING DIFFICULTY IN 
SELLIMG. EX-UNION MINIERS ONLY PRODUCED 300,000 TONS OF COPPRR 
A YEAR.HE SAID.WHILE UNDER CURRENT MANAGMENT ZAIRE IS PRODUCING 450,0 
00 TONS. AT SAME TIME, ZAIRE 

COULD PRODUCE AS MUCH AS 14 MILLION TO 15 MILLION CARATS OFDIAMONDS, 
BUT WORLD MARKET ONLY WANTS 12 MILLION CARATS. BELGIUM COULD 
HELP OUT IN INGA PROJECT, HE SAID AND FACILITATE REPAYMENTS 
AS FRANCE DID. 

D. CABINDA: MOBUTU RAITERATED THAT CAINDA WAS NOT PART OF ANGOLA 
AND RECALLED ITWAS A PROTECTORATE. HIS POSITION ON CABINDA WAS 
NOT INFLUENCED BY PRESECCE OF OIL SINCE ZAIRE ITSELF WAS 

AND WOULD SOON BE PRODUCING ITS OWN OIL. 

E. ISRAEL: ZAIRE IS AGAINST EXPULSION OF ISRAEL FROM UN. HE 
DENIED ZAIRE WAS CONTEMPLATING RENEWING DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS. 

E. SOUTH AFRICA: IT NOT UP TO ZAIRE TO ENTER INTO A DIALOGUE, 
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BUT SOUTH AFRICA. IF OTHER AFRICAN STATES APPROCHED SOUTH AFRICA, 

HE WILL NOT CRITICIZE THEM. WHITE SOUTH AFRICANS, HE SAID.ARE ALSO 
AFRICANS AND, NOT TO RECOGNIZE THEM AS SUCH, IS TO PRACTICE RACISM 
IN REVERSE. 

LOCAL NEWSPAPER SALONGO, IN ITS EDITORIAL SEPT. 26 STRESSED NEED 
FOR COOPERATION BETWEEN BELGIUM AND ZAIRE.DEVOID OF PATERNALISM 
WHICH HAD BEEN CASE IN PAST. COOPERATION, EDITORIAL GOES ON, IS 
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GOOD AS LONG AS ITS RESPECTS INTERESTS AND DIGNITY OF EACH PARTNER/ 

ZAIRE ENVISAGES, THEREFORE, COOPERATION WHICH BANISHES SECRET 
MACHINATIONS, EGOTISTICAL INTERSTS AND ULTERIOR MOTIVES, 

INSOFAR AS RELATIONS WITH BELGIQM ARE CONCERNED, IT IS NECESSARY 
TO CLEARLY DEFINE THE GENERLA FRAMEWORK AND SPIRIT OF FUTURE 
BELGO-ZAIRIAN RELATIONS. EDITORIAL CONCLUDES WITH FORMAL DE- 
CLARATION THAT IT IS BELGIM'S MORAL DUTY AS WELL AS ITS HISTORIAL 
DEBT TO HELP ZAIRE TO DEVELOP IN ORDER TO "REPAIR IRRESPERABLE 
HARM IT CAUSED BY MAINTAINING COLONIAL PRESENCE EXCLUSIVELY 
TURNED TOWARD METROPOLITIAN COUNTRY." 

WALKER 
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